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Gulf by the year 728 and took its crown for himself,
He died in the following year.
During the reign of Shalmaneser V (727-722 B.C.),
his successor, Egypt showed great unrest. Important
changes had taken place in Egyptian politics and the
pharaoh Piankhi had appointed his son Shabaka the
regent and commander-in-chief of the North. The
Assyrian annexation of Palestine was resented and
the young Egyptian prince, not knowing the Assyrian
power and ruthlessness, sought to try conclusions with
the latter. As a result and relying on Egyptian
support Tyre and Israel refused to pay the annual
tribute to Assyria. Shalmaneser struck quickly at
the rebels and Tyre submitted forthwith; the land of
Israel was overrun and laid waste. Egypt did not
interfere. Hoshea, the king of Israel, was blinded
and his entire country annexed. Shortly before this
Shalmaneser was murdered and Sargon ascended the
throne of Assyria.
Sargon (722-705 B. c.)
Sargon, the new emperor, had to forget the West
for the moment as events nearer home had to be his
first concern and they were fairly important as the
Aramaean and Ghaldaean tiibes had made another
bid for power. The Ghaldaean chief Marduk-pal-
iddina, supported by the Elamite king Khumbanigash,
who had got jealous of the Assyrian power and its
encroachments on his rear, entered Mesopotamia in
721 and laid siege to the fortress of Dur-ilu, on the
Lower Tigris. Sargon who proceeded to its relief was
beaten by the Elamites before its walls and was com-
pelled to beat a retreat. Marduk-pal-iddina ascended
the throne of Babylon.
Taking advantage of the Assyrian reverse the West
revolted with the support of Shabaka. Leaving the
affairs of Babylonia where they were, Sargon hastened